
Digital Citizenship

Introduction
Digital technology is an important part of Kiwis’ lives. Most of us 
use it every day for tasks both big and small. From buying 
groceries and booking holidays, to tracking our fitness and 
organising get-togethers, digital tech is a big part of how we get 
things done.  More than ever, Kiwis are recognising the 
importance of being safe online, and what it means for them and 
their families.  There is help and advice for the public, and 
working with NZ communities, the tech industry and the 
government.  Digital citizenship helps us to navigate the minefield
of online use.  The issue is more than what the users do not know
but what is considered appropriate technology usage

Setting the Scene 
Ask the question, has anyone ever heard of students being “Cyber
Smart”. What do you think it means?  What are things you do that
would be considered “Cyber Smart”? Look at the SMART poster 
attached.  In order to be “Cyber Smart” and a good “Digital 
Citizen” you will have to gain knowledge in the areas shown on 
the poster labelled.  Explain each area on the poster and how it 
relates to being a good Digital Citizen. Do you agree with each 
statement? What would you agree with or disagree with? Why?  
What could you add to the poster.   

Get students to check out www.bethechangenz.org  Discuss that 
they found interesting about the site.  This may be a sensitive 
issue with young people but try and broach the subject of cyber 
bullying and safety online.  Let students talk in pairs or small 
groups and then share their ideas on post-it notes and place 
around the room for others to read.  Challenge students to create
their own media presentation about being safe online.  You know 
your students well so create a safe space for them to be able to 
unload about their social media or online presence.  Do they 
think safety online is an issue anymore? why/why not?  Introduce 
that students are going to create a media presentation on being 
safe online that fits with the content on bethechangenz website.  
They can present it in any digital form (video, youtube clip, 
infographic, slideshow, podcast or any other form they would like 
to use)  Try to stay away from writing or posters as you want to 
get used to being online and being safe.  Get students to choose 
how they want to present their message. They can work in pairs, 
small groups or individually.  Each presentation must be timely, 
informative and contain relevant information in regards to online 
safety.

Level 4
• Understand how the ways in 
which leadership of groups is 
acquired and exercised have 
consequences for 
communities and societies.

Learning Intentions

Students will:
 explain how technology can 
have a positive and negative 
effect on society. 

 explain the concepts of 
Digital Citizenship. 

 create a multimedia 
presentation that enhances 
and effectively conveys being 
safe online

  work collaboratively and 
cooperatively with a team. 

Success Criteria

Students can:

* explain how technology can
have a positive and negative 
effect on society. 

 * explain the concepts of 
Digital Citizenship. 

 * create a multimedia 
presentation that enhances 
and effectively conveys the 
projects purpose. 

* work collaboratively and 
cooperatively with a team. 

Resources

 www.odt.co.nz   

 www.extraeducation.co.nz     

 www.tki.org.nz     

  www.  bethechangenz.org     

http://www.bethechangenz.org/
http://www.bethechangenz.org/
http://www.tki.org.nz/
http://www.extraeducation.co.nz/
http://www.odt.co.nz/

